How do I vote Yes?

You need to register to vole. You are
eligible to vote if you are a Kenyan citi-
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zen of 18 years or above. You need your
National Identity Card of your Kenyan
Passport to register. Visit your nearest

reglstralinn Center to vote. C HAN G E .
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« Tobe 18 years of age or
older.
« Your Kenyan ldentity Card
or Kenyan Passport.
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Have questions about the

Proposed Constitution?
Contact us!

POSTAL ADDRESS
Coast Women in Development
P.O.Box 12327 - 80117
Mombasa, Kenya
PHYSICAL ADDRESS
Coast Women in Development
Bella Royal Centre, North Mombasa
Zakheme Road
Mishomoroni
Phone: 0202622268
Email: cwid@coastwomen.org
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How the Document Supports
Women's Rights and Why
YOU should Vote YES!

This brochure is created by and
reflects the views of Coast Women in

Development.




Why should | vote?

Kenya’'s current Constitution was

written by Colonials. If Kenyans want

to become truly unified, we need to
do so under a document reflecting
our own values and culture, includ-
ing gender equity, not those of Colo-
nials in the 1960s.

This Constitution has been democ-
ratically created. More than the
2005 draft, the Proposed Constitu-
tion has been created with the input
of many different groups in Kenya,
including women.

You are a part of Kenyal As Kenya is
moving forward towards unity and a
new national identity that reflects
Kenya's remarkable diversity, you
need to claim your right to be in-
volved in your government, Without
your vote, the Constitution referen-

dum will not be truly democratic!
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There is no

g | perfect document.
. Some people do

not support the

Proposed Constitu-

ion because it is

ot in their inter-

posed Constitution will give more
rights to women than the current
Constitution.

Kenya’s Proposed Constitution
is Better for Women than the
Current Constitution: Proposed

v. Current Constitution

Kenya's current Constitution actively dis-
criminates against the rights of women. The
Proposed Constitution should be in place as
it has the Bill of Rights, which supports the
rights of woman, among other provisions.

Customary Law. The current
Constitution supports cus-
tomary laws that discriminate
against women in the areas
of gender-based violence,
leadership, early marriage,
child labor, divorce, property
rights, girl child illiteracy, and
other matters (Section 82
{4b)). The Proposed Constitu-
tion recognizes women's
rights above discriminatory
customary law. (Section 2
(4)).

Land Rights. Currently,

women hold title deeds to less than 1% of
the land in Kenya. The Proposed Constitu-
tion eliminates discriminatory land owner-

ship practices (Section 1f).

Citizenship Rights for Women’s Spouses
and Children. The current Constitution
only allows women married to Kenyan
men to acquire citizenship through mar-
riage (Section 90). Similarly, the current
Constitution allows children born outside

of Kenya to retain Kenyan citizenship
only if their father is Kenyan (Section
91). The Proposed Constitution allows
foreign spouses of Kenyan men or
women to obtain duel citizenship and
also allows children born outside of the
country with Kenyan mothers or fathers
to have duel citizenship (Sections 14(1)
and 15{1)).

Rights of Youth. The Proposed Consti-
tution recognizes the rights of
youth and allocates two mem-
bers of parliament to represent
youth (Sections 55 and 98c).

* Access to Political Participa-
tion. Under the current Constitu-
tion, Kenya currently has only 21
out of 222 parliamentary posi-
tions (9.5%). The Proposed Con-
stitution says that one gender
should not make up more than
2/3 of any government body or
committee (Section 27(8)).

« Rights of Women with Dis-
abilities, Women with disabilities face
some of the most severe discrimination
within Kenya. The Proposed Constitu-
tion ensures that women with disabili-
ties have equitable access to education
and political participation (Section 52).

Other rights. The Proposed Constitution
secures gender equality in many other
areas, including fundamental free-
doms, health, and education (see Pro-
posed Constitution).



